Fun with Abbott Labs
Dear Doctor Postcards
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By Tom Fortunato

A 2020 presentation for the Rochester Philatelic Association
See more about them at http://www.deardoctorpostcards.com



http://www.deardoctorpostcards.com/

You may have seenthese postcards before in dealers boxes and
wondered what they were. Common
postcards they were sent out by drug manufacturers to doctors

and medical personnel advertising specific drugs. Each was

mailed from an exotic locale with an interesting native scene on

the front and the sales pitch on the reverse, typically starting

with the salutation oDear Doctor
Abbott Labs headquartered in Chicago, lllinois sent theirs out
between 1956 and 1968. Over 180 face-different postcards In

10 languages and sent to 36 countries and territories have been
documented to date with subtle and not -so-subtle differences

found on the message side. TheyOore now over
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This presentation will Introduce you to the wealth A AR
. ‘ /
of variety among them. Plan to have fun! i#“& .
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All Abbott postcard mailings advertised one barbiturate drug,
trademarked oPentothal, 6 their Db
sodium. It was widely used as an anesthetic injection used to
put pre-op patientstosleep. It may be more f ami | |

Sser umo t eeratgdneratian mfithe 1950s and 1960s.

Each Abbott postcard mailing was sent to as many as
250,000 recipients. Most were trashed as junk maill,
while others kept them as curiosities --thankfully!




Let 0s first | ook at a postcar dos
mailings used native cards originally printed in their country of

us e. Hereds an example of a <car
Mapocho in the capital of Santiago. Abbott printed their own

message and other detalls over these. That included the
postcar dos 3domdtirmes thatéxfin tlae wahter

vertical section, as you can see on the card on the right.
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Abbottos overprinting
card non-philatelic differences and varieties.



Native sealers from Greenland,
picture from the Greenland film “QIVITOQ"
taken by Nordisk Film Ko.
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Native sealers from Greenland,
picture from the Greenland film ""QIVITOQ"
taken by Nordisk Film Ko.
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We 0 r e (¢ startiowd with an easy one. Look
closely at these two cards. Other than the person

each is addressedto,wh at 6s diI f f er en

DR. IRA A, ROWLSON,
100 BEEKMAN ST,,
PLATTSBURG, N. Y.,
U. S. A'




Absolutely nothing! The complete mailing of these 4 |
cards from Greenland was accomplished on only o =
one day using the same stamp and postmark. | (Y N




