The “Doctor” Series of Medical Advertising Postcards, 1952~55
by Hugh Osborne

Menograph 9, “A Catalogue of Falkland lslands Postcards, 1950-1982%, shows the range of posicards thal were
mass mailed from the Falkland Islands to members of the medical profession, mostly dectors, predeminantls
resident in France and other French speaking countries.

The postcards capable of being grouped into three mailings -
1. June-July 1952

2. January 1955
2, May 1955,

All have been franked al the half-penny ratle despite the rate change for ‘foreign’ printed malter, an increase o 2d,
which became effective aon 1% July 1953.

Little had been reported about the senders, or organisers, and there had been no indicahon of the sizes nf the
mailings,

Whilst thumbing through correspondence files held in the FI Government Archives, two commurications from the
Crown Agents in London to The Colonial Secretary, Falkland Islands were noled and copied, as foliows:

The first, dated 25% August 1954 would appear to reference the second mazhng of January 1955
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25th Auguet, 195L4.
8ir,

T am direacted to inform you that the Srown Agente heve
tesn requested by A firm of Advertiolng Ganaultfnta,
Wegsrs. Payul Taratte apd Associates of G4, Perk Dane, London,
W.1. to supply them with Falklend Jelands ptompe for the
purpose of poeting cards in Felkland Islande to various
eddressea in France.

The firm produced in support of their request u‘ tela=
gram (No.11% of Lih Decesber, 1953} from tne Postnasier,
Felkland Ielends, agreelng to the purchase of thege
stsmps from the Crawn Agents and they have, therefara,
peen supplied with L1,050 ¥d. etampn, Payment for these
gtomps viz., £85 108, 5d. will be found gredited in
the Crown Agents account with the Palkland Islande for
the month of August, 195L.

I am, Sir,
Yaur obedient servant, i
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The second, dated 200 December 1954 would appear to reference the third mailing of May 1955,
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dated 25th qugunt, 1954, I am rec

29th December, 1954,

r
4, MILLBANEK,
LONDOM, 5.W.1,

With reference to the letter from thie offlce

to toform you

that Mesers. Paul Baratte & Agsoocintes Ltd. have been

supplied with a further 4,600 - 4d.
purpose of posting carde to various
Payment for these otampe, viz., £9.
found credited in the Crown Agenta’
Falkland Islands Government for the
L1954 , Lk

I am, 8ir,
Your obedlent

The Colonlal Secretary,
Falkland Islands.

stamps for the
addresaea in France.
11. 8d. will be
acgount with the
month v{intﬂember,

servant,
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This number "45" relers to another document within the file, which is, in fact, the 250 August letter, The document
shown to the right is numbered "53", partly to be seen at the top right corner,

Correspondence may sull exist for the earlier 1952 mailshot - a good reason to go back 10 Stanley and search for it.

Ohservatinns:

The sheer numbers involved are large, larger than | had expected.

Despile this amount of background effory, it is surprising that the Fl postal authority appeared to have granted an
ad hoc discount for volume and in so doing passed over a significant boost to their postal income, some 43,000

times the lost revenue of 1'%d amounts to in cxcess of £280.



